
Background

The 18th Edition of the Wiring Regulations requires an Electrical Installation Condition Report (EICR) is 
used to inspect and test an electrical installation. The EICR will show whether the electrical installation is 
in a safe condition for continued use and will produce either a: Satisfactory or Unsatisfactory result.
Codes: 

What documentation is used to assess the condition of an Electrical Installation?
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5858%
of fires in dwellings were caused by 

electricity which resulted in 
129 injuries and one death

Northern Ireland: 2019 ENGLAND

5555%
 of accidental fires in dwellings 

had an electrical origin  
England: 2017/18

SCOTLAND

7474%
of accidental dwelling fires 

had an electrical origin
Scotland: 2018/19

C1 Danger present, risk of injury, immediate remedial action required

C2 Potentially Dangerous, urgent remedial action required

 FI Further investigation required without delay
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C3 Improvement recommended
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WALES

6262%
of accidental dwellings fires 

had an electrical origin
Wales: 2018/19

This disparity needs to be resolved to enable equal standards of safety for all.

NAPIT are calling on the UK Government and 
devolved administrations to end the disparity 
of electrical safety measures required to be 
taken in dwellings throughout the UK and
between differing tenures.

End the Disparity of Electrical Safety Checks in 
Dwellings across the UK and between Tenures

campaigns

forum

Electrical installations within 
dwellings have the potential to 
be fatal, yet current legislation 
which requires them to be 
regularly inspected and tested 
differs between tenures 
and within devolved 
administrations.



							     

Social Rented Sector  
England and Northern Ireland to introduce legislation to require every 
electrical installation in all social rented dwellings to have an electrical 
inspection and test, in the form of an EICR carried out by a competent and 
qualified electrical inspector at least once every 5 years.   

Private Rented Sector 
Northern Ireland to introduce legislation to require every electrical installation in all privately 
rented dwellings to have an electrical inspection and test, in the form of an EICR carried out by a 
competent and qualified electrical inspector at least once every 5 years. 

Owner-Occupied  
Point of Sale - Legislation to require an EICR is carried out prior to the sale of all dwellings to protect 
the purchaser from potential electrical hazards.

Dwellings in Higher-risk Buildings  
Legislation to require every electrical installation in all dwellings within a 
Higher-risk Building to have an electrical inspection and test, in the form 
of an EICR carried out by a competent and qualified electrical inspector 
at least once every 5 years.

Alignment is key to improving the electrical safety in dwellings. Unity 
provides clarity and consistency and must be adopted to provide 
assurance that regardless of the tenure or location of the home people 
live in, they are equally protected from electrical risks. 

There were 

775 
fires in purpose-built 

high-rise  flats 
(ten or more 
storeys high)

ENGLAND 2019/20

For more information, please contact Charlotte Lee, Head of External Affairs, 
on 01623 812957 or email charlotte.lee@napit.org.uk
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Current Situation

UK Wide Proposal’s

TO 
LET

Private Rented Sector Social Housing 
Sector

Owner 
Occupied Sector

England 1 2 
Wales 3 3 

Scotland 4 5 
Northern Ireland   

EICR



The housing market typically consists of 3 tenure types; owner-occupied, privately rented and socially rented. 
Legislative requirements for electrical safety checks differ between these tenures and across the UK Government 
and the devolved administrations, as illustrated below.

1 	 The Electrical Safety Standards in the Private Rented Sector (England) Regulations 2020 require an EICR to be carried out at least every five years by a qualified and 
competent person.

2 	 Currently no legal requirement for mandatory electrical safety checks in the Social Housing Sector. The Government published The Charter for Social Housing 
Residents Social Housing White Paper in November 2020 which committed to: “consult on measures to ensure that social housing residents are protected from 
harm caused by poor electrical safety”.

3 	 The Renting Homes (Fitness for Human Habitation) (Wales) Regulations 2022 require Landlords to ensure that periodic inspection and testing of every electrical 
installation in their rented properties is carried out by a qualified person at least once every five years. This applies to the private and social rented sector.

4 	 The Housing (Scotland) Act 2014 requires an EICR to be carried out at least every five years by a competent person. 
5 	 The Social Housing Quality Standard requires Electrical Safety Checks. Social Landlords must abide by these standards. Failure to do so can lead to fines from the 

Scottish Housing Regulator.

*The Government’s five recommended safety features are: PVC wiring, modern earthing, a modern consumer unit, miniature circuit board and residual current device

ENGLAND 

26% 
of all properties in social 
housing do not have the 

Government’s recommended 
five electrical safety 
features* installed




